



May 1, 2017

FAPG Legislative Session Update 

As the 2017 legislative session moves into the final week, and after days of contentious talks, legislative leaders last Thursday morning reached an initial $83 billion budget deal, which means the session should end on time this Friday.  Florida's top two Republican legislative leaders, negotiating in secret over the past few days, have reached a sweeping deal on a new state budget and other high-priority items ranging from public employee benefits to building a reservoir to deal with toxic algae discharges. But by reaching the deal, top lawmakers jettisoned many of the highest priorities of Gov. Rick Scott, raising the possibility that he may veto the entire budget and force legislators to return to the capital later this year. 
Water/Natural Resources:
SB 442 (Sen. Dana Young R-Tampa) Advanced Well Stimulation Treatment; Prohibiting the performance of advanced well stimulation treatments; clarifying that permits for drilling or operating a well do not authorize the performance of advanced well stimulation treatments, which would ban all types of fracking in Florida. An identical bill, HB 451 (Rep. Mike Miller R-Orlando) has not yet been heard in committee. Three other bills that would prohibit extreme well stimulation (SB 98, HB 35 and SB 108) are also awaiting their first committee hearings.
There will not be any fracking legislation passed this session.

CS/SB 1018(Sen. Denise Grimsley) HB 753 (Rep. Charlie Stone) Contaminated Site Cleanup: Provides exceptions to certain application & cost-share requirements for advanced cleanup; specifies prioritization of requests; requires & authorizes DEP to make determinations & initiate activities relating to advanced clean up; increases amount of funds available for advanced cleanup work; requires certain funds be made available for certain tax credit authorizations. The SB 1018 was taken up on second reading on Friday, amended and rolled to third reading for a final vote on Monday.  The House bill has been placed on the House Calendar on second reading.

CS/SB 10 (Sen. Rob Bradley R- Fleming Island) Authorizing the South Florida Water Management District and the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund to negotiate the amendment and termination of leases on lands within the Everglades Agricultural Area for exchange or use for the reservoir project; requiring certain lease agreements for agricultural work programs to be terminated in accordance with the lease terms; requiring the district to request that the United States Army Corps of Engineers jointly develop a post-authorization change report for the Central Everglades Planning Project; providing requirements for the C-51 reservoir project if state funds are appropriated for the project.
The bill unanimously passed out of the Senate 36-3 on Wednesday, was immediately certified, and sent to the House in messages.  HB 761, the House companion, is in the Natural Resources & Public Lands Subcommittee waiting to be agendaed for a hearing, or pulled from the committee to the Floor to be debated with SB 10.  And HB 7119 sponsored by Rep. Matt Caldwell; revises the distribution of proceeds from the Florida Forever Trust Fund; eliminating and consolidating funding for certain land acquisition and management programs; requiring a specified amount of funds in the Land Acquisition Trust Fund, passed out of committee on Monday and was taken up on the House Floor on Friday, and will certainly be included in the discussion on SB 10.

Budget:  
Conferencing between the House and Senate continued over the weekend, with unresolved items moving to the Appropriation Chairs on Sunday, with any final unresolved funding issues moving to the presiding officers by noon on Monday.  By Constitutional requirement, the final budget and implementing bills must be on legislator’s desks 72 hours prior to a vote, which means if the session ends on Friday, all budget legislation will need to be on legislators’ desks on Tuesday.

As it now stands, the Petroleum Tank Cleanup Program will be funded between $100-$115 million with Dry Cleaning and Hazardous Waste sites funding at $8.5 million each.

Please let me know if you have any questions or need additional information.
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