
and this is what the geology 

community is facing: 

Turnover in Tallahassee:  

We have new political leader-

ship in our state. This means 

FAPG/AIPG must commit to a 

renewed effort in educating 

our new lawmakers on the 

importance of geology and 

geologists. It’s almost a cer-

tainty during this legislative 

season that critical programs 

such as the Inland Protection 

Trust Fund will again be tar-

geted for funding cuts in the                                                                  

 (Con’t on Page 2)  

Dear FAPG/AIPG Members: 

It’s a privilege to be writing my 

first message to our members 

as I begin the 2010/2011 term 

as President. The real privilege, 

though, is having the opportu-

nity to work over the next 

year with a newly-elected, and 

extremely competent, Execu-

tive Committee. Please join me 

in welcoming the incoming 

officers: Helen Hickman 

(President-elect); Ken Kelley 

(Treasurer); Mike Alfieri 

(Secretary); and Greg Mudd 

(Editor). Jamie Hirsch will con-

tinue to provide invaluable 

guidance as the Immediate Past 

President. 

The agenda set by the new 

Executive Committee for the 

next year is, on the surface, 

relatively modest: We want to 

stay in tune with political/

governmental issues affecting 

geologists, with the primary 

goal of protecting the value of 

the PG certification in Florida; 

we want to communicate 

more effectively with mem-

bers; and we want to help edu-

cate. But dig a little deeper, 

Message from the President (by Joe Fuhr, P.G.) 

FAPG/AIPG New Officers Announced 

FAPG, the Florida Section of 
AIPG, announced new mem-
bers of the Executive Commit-
tee at the 47th Annual AIPG 
Meeting in Orlando on Sep-
tember 11-15, 2010.  The new 
President of the organization is 
Mr. Joe Fuhr, who replaces 
James Hirsch.  The President-
Elect is Helen Hickman. Mike 
Alfieri will serve as Secretary, 
and Ken Kelley will retain his 
position as Treasurer.  There 

is a new position on the Board 
this year,  the Editor for the 
organization’s newsletter.  Mr. 
Greg Mudd was elected to that 

position.   

In accordance with the 
current FAPG/AIPG bylaws, 
the term for each Executive 
Committee member is one 
year. The track for President-
elect includes one year as 
President-elect, one year as 

President, and one year as past 
president.   Good luck to the 

new board members!  
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Mark Your Calendar 

AIPG Marcellus Shale 
Conference 
Spring 2011 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
  

3rd Annual AIPG 
Emerging Issues in    
Water Resources     
Conference 
May 5-6, 2011 

Daytona Beach, Florida 
  

AIPG Annual National 
Conference  

September 10-13, 2011 
Bloomingdale, Illinois  

Hosted by AIPG National, 
AIH, and the 

AIPG IL/IN Section  
Hilton Chicago/Indian Lakes 

Resort 
  

AIPG Annual National 
Conference  

September 22-25, 2012 
Rapid City, South Dakota 
Hosted by AIPG National 

and the 
AIPG SD Section  

Best Western Ramkota 
Rapid City Hotel & Confer-

ence Center  
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The AIPG 2011 National Advisory 

Board Representatives are: Helen 

Madeksho-Hickman, MEM-1849, Flor-

ida; Jim Howard, CPG-02536, Ken-

tucky; John Stewart, CPG-11115, 

North Carolina (Carolinas Section); 

and Ron Wallace, CPG-08153, Georgia. 

Congratulations! 



hunt to save money, funding of local gov-

ernments, water management districts, 

the DEP, and other programs may be 

slashed. Our effort – all geologists, not 

just the Executive Committee and not 

just FAPG/AIPG members – should be to 

demonstrate the worth of our profes-

sion, and not just to save jobs, but to 

protect our natural resources and the 

health and welfare of all Floridians. 

Education and Outreach:  

There is plenty of evidence revealing a 

lack of graduating a sufficient number of  

geologists to replace the number of re-

tiring geologists in the years to come. A 

key to resolving this is to help our ele-

mentary, middle, and high schools intro-

duce earth sciences to students. Again, 

this is a challenge, for a variety of rea-

sons. We can all do our part to help, by 

volunteering to be a science fair judge 

(and awarding small “prizes” to science 

fair winners), by participating in the 

Great American Teach-In, and by looking 

for other opportunities to get involved 

at the local level. I know that many of 

you go unrecognized every year as local 

volunteers in our schools, and we com-

mend you for your dedication. (An en-

couraging sign, brought recently to my 

attention by Samantha Andrews, is a 

feature on CNBC.com (http://

www.cnbc.com/id/39170216/?slide=5) 

indicating that geology is one of Amer-

ica’s fastest growing jobs – at least in 

terms of projected hiring and income 

growth potential. Let’s hope that’s so.) 

What FAPG/AIPG is Doing:  

We’re working on these issues. FAPG/

AIPG has renewed our contract with 

our lobbyist, Mr. Phil Leary, to help us 

get in front of quickly-changing regula-

tory and budget issues, and to provide 

guidance to our members where it’s 

needed. In addition, Jorge Caspary, P.G., 

has agreed to continue serving FAPG/

AIPG as our legislative liaison. His time 

and efforts are sincerely appreciated. As 

FAPG/AIPG members, if you are aware 

of any legislative issues impacting your 

particular area of expertise in geology, 

please contact any member of the Ex-

ecutive Committee. And when the plea 

comes to write or visit your local legisla-

tor, please consider doing so. It’s the 

best way to make our voice heard. 

On the education front, Helen Hickman, 

the new FAPG/AIPG President-elect, has 

been in touch with the Florida Associa-

tion of Science Teachers. They have indi-

cated a need for earth science mentors 

at the high school level. If you are inter-

ested, please contact Helen or any other 

member of the Executive Committee for 

more information on this, or other ways 

to get involved at the local level. 

Finally, we are in the early stages of try-

ing to put together several conferences 

and regional meetings. You can stay up 

to date by making sure your email ad-

dress is on file with AIPG, as most com-

munication will come through them. In 

addition, Gary Meyer has started a group 

on LinkedIn (search for Florida Section 

AIPG) that we hope you’ll join, and Wal-

ter Wood has moderated a Florida ge-

ologists group on Yahoo for many years. 

These are all great avenues to obtain or 

disseminate information. I thank each of 

you for your continued support of 

FAPG/AIPG, and I look forward to good 

things happening in the year ahead. 

Best Regards,  
                      Joe Fuhr 

Message from the President (continued from page 1) 
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There are two possible reactions to the tectonic history of the world. Either you might despair at the apparent randomness of it 

all, at our insignificance in the face of gigantic forces that are as indifferent to our species as is a torrent to the fate of a mayfly that 

rides upon it; or you might wonder at the extraordinary richness of history, and feel privileged to be able to understand some part 

of it. Were it not for a thousand connections made through the web of time, the outcome might have been different, and there 

may have been no observer to marvel and understand. We are all blessed with minds that can find beauty in explanation, yet revel 

in the richness of our irreducibly complex world, geology and all. 

                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                          Richard Fortey, Earth: An Intimate History (2004) 

Update your Member Profile: FAPG/

AIPG has email addresses for approxi-

mately 75% of our members. Please 

help us save paper, time, and money by 

ensuring your contact information is 

current. Log in to your membership 

profile section at www.aipg.org and 

update your information today. 



 

geological sciences, and is a vehicle for 

bringing people together for educational 

meetings and field trips. As a society we 

continue to provide enjoyment in the 

learning experience offered through ex-

ploring the science of geology and will 

work at doing this more in the future with 

Many of us in the geological community 

are members of one or more of these 

institutions, but we might not fully un-

derstand the differing functions of our 

geological organizations in Florida, the 

southeast, and nationally. It is not pos-

sible, in this small section of the SEGS 

newsletter, to delve into much detail, 

so let’s suffice to say that the SEGS and 

its members value the purpose and 

mission of the FAPG/AIPG to advocate 

for our profession.  

We need to be able to reciprocate in 

meaningful ways too, and how to do 

that hasn’t always been clear, but an 

effort to establish this reciprocity re-

sulted in several statements of intent 

that became a formal Memorandum of 

Understanding (MOU)  executed by 

our two organizations in 2006. We all 

need to work at keeping this well 

thought-out MOU active, so please 

seek out more information at 

www.segs.org and check out the 

FAPG/AIPG website, http://

fapg.aipg.org for their current events 

and news.  

So, where the SEGS is a society that 

functions as a social forum for mem-

bers who are either geologists or have 

a mutual interest in the geosciences, 

both the FAPG and the AIPG are asso-

ciations, who advocate on many levels 

for its members and the profession of 

geology. Although the SEGS mission 

may sound advocacy oriented, a dis-

tinction is the Society promotes the 

THE SEGS AND THE FAPG-AIPG: HOW DO WE DIFFER AND 
HOW DO WE WORK TOGETHER ?  
(Reprinted f rom SEGS Summer 2010 Newsletter) 

Top Ten Signs You Might Be A       
Geologist: 

 

10. You have ever had to respond 
"yes" to the question, "What have 
you got in here, rocks?" 

9. You have ever taken a passenger 
van over "roads" that were really 
intended only for cattle. 

8. You have ever found yourself try-
ing to explain to airport security that 
a rock hammer isn't really a weapon. 

7. Your rock garden is located inside 
your house. 

6. You have ever hung a picture us-
ing a Brunton as a level, and your 
rock hammer as your hammer. 

5. Your collection of beer cans and/
or bottles rivals the size of your rock 
collection. 

4. You consider a "recent event" to 
be anything that has happened in 
the last hundred thousand years. 

3. Your photos include people only 
for scale and you have more pic-
tures of your rock hammer and lens 
cap than of your family. 

2. You have ever been on a field trip 
that included scheduled stops at a 
gravel pit and/or a liquor store. 

 

………..and the number one sign 
that you might be a Geologist: 
 
1. You name your dog “Rock”! 
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FAPF-AIPG and FGWA Represen-

tatives Meet with FDEP 

A meeting was recently held in Tallahas-

see to monitor the status funding and 

operation the Florida Department of 

Environmental Protection Department 

(FDEP) Petroleum Cleanup Pre-Approval 

Program (PROGRAM). Meeting partici-

pants included FDEP Director of the Di-

vision of Waste Management Mary Jean 

Yon, Bureau of Petroleum Storage Tank 

Systems Bureau Chief Mike Ashey, Flor-

ida Association of Professional Geologists 

(FAPG), representative James Hirsch, 

Florida Groundwater Association 

(FGWA) representatives Ben Huss and 

Chad Gunter, and FAPG and FGWA lob-

byist Phil Leary. Based on the meeting 

discussion, no immediate changes were 

reported for the funding level and/or 

operation of the PROGRAM. No lower-

ing of the current 56 priority cleanup 

score is planned. This means that sites 

with priority scores less than 56 will not 

be funded until the priority score is re-

duced. FAPG, FGWA, FPMA, and other 

organizations are making plans to lobby 

hard to have the PROGRAM funding in-

creased in 2011.  

Network online with 
your colleagues: 

 
Check out the AIPG Fan and Group 

Page on Facebook! 

 
 
 

Linkedin 
 



On October 16, 2010, the Southeastern 
Geological Society (SEGS) and the Florida 
Association of Professional Geologists 
hosted a field trip to Central Florida's Sand 
Mining District. Unusually cool and dry Fall 
weather was perfect for visiting sun-
drenched sand mines along the scenic Lake 

Wales Ridge (Ridge). Forty-seven at-
tended, including 24 students from the 
University of South Florida (USF), several 
of their professors, and a variety of SEGS 

regulars. 

The first stop was at E.R. Jahna's Haines 
City Mine, a dredging operation, located 
on the eastern flank of the Ridge. Kirk 
Davis and Wink Winkler gave an overview 
of dredge mining, sand processing meth-
ods, and sand products, followed by a  
presentation on site geology that included 
a cross section that they have developed 
of the Lake Wales Ridge. After questions 
and answers, they turned the visitors 
loose on a freshly-sloped reclamation area, 
to search for fulgurites (fused silica result-
ing from lightning strikes) and trace fossil 
structures. Numerous fulgurites were 
found. Consequently it was difficult to 
persuade the crowd leave for the next 

stop. 

A short drive to the south on the Scenic 
Highway, through the citrus groves along 
the crest of the Ridge, led to C.C. Cal-
houn's Pit #1, a relatively-deep, dry exca-

vation. Pit #1 is located high on Iron 
Mountain, near the City of Lake Wales 
and Bok Tower, in an area where the 
water table is unusually deep (80+ feet 
deep). Marc Hurst gave a brief presen-
tation on the geology and evolution of 
the Ridge; and USF assistant professor 
Matt Pasek spoke about fulgurites. The 
shallower units exposed in the mine 
were found to contain the limonite-
rich concretions, that give Iron Moun-
tain its name. A brilliant white, cross-
bedded, fine-grained sand unit, freshly 
exposed by mining in the deepest part 
of the pit, was found to contain an un-
usual concentration of fulgurites. Again, 
it was difficult to coax the field trip 
participants to leave the pit. Apparently 

they preferred fulgurites to lunch.  

The third stop was at the old Sandland 
Mine, located on the eastern flank of 
the Ridge, a couple of miles to the east 
and about 100 feet lower in elevation 
from the previous stop. The Sandland 
Mine currently is under reclamation by 
Vulcan Materials Corporation (VMC). 
Kenny Smith and Tony Hayes greeted 
the visitors and gave a presentation on 
sand mining in general, and reclamation 
in particular. They discussed traditional 
reclamation of sand mines as lakes, as 
well as innovative reclamation plans 
involving water-front housing develop-
ments. A number of subjects were 
addressed during an extended question 
and answer session, in response to 
particularly good questions from the 
audience concerning technical aspects 
of the sand industry. Due to a shortage 
of time we were unable to take the 
tour of the nearby Diamond Sand Plant 

that the VMC representatives offered. 

Our caravan proceeded north from 
Lake Wales to the fourth stop, at C.C. 
Calhoun's Pit #4, located a couple of 
miles south of Haines City. Pit #4 is 
another relatively-deep dry excavation, 
situated near the crest of the Ridge in 
another area with an unusually deep 
water table. Many fulgurites were 

FIELD TRIP TO CENTRAL FLORIDA'S SAND MINING DISTRICT by Marc V. Hurst, P.G. 
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The search for fulgurites at C.C. 

Calhoun's Pit #1. 

Kirk Davis and Wink Winkler at E.R. 

Jahna Industries' Haines City Mine.  
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found. And again it was difficult to 
round up the crowd when it was time 

to go. 

The fifth and last stop was at C.C. Cal-
houn's Pit #7, another deep, dry exca-
vation, located adjacent to the previous 
stop. Mined-out parts of the pit are 
being reclaimed in a rather unique way. 
The facility is permitted for mining and 
for Construction and Demolition De-
bris Landfilling.  Sand and fill products 
are sold from the mine, and construc-
tion-related waste materials are 
trucked in. Debris is carefully sorted 
and recyclable materials are salvaged 
for reuse. A crushing facility is planned 
to allow recycling of concrete debris. 
(Recycling of aggregate is a cutting-
edge green technology). Unsaleable 
materials are used to back-fill the mine 

excavation. 

Field trip participants were treated to a 
beautiful Fall outing. They were intro-
duced to Central Florida's Sand Mining 
Industry by some of its leading experts. 
And hopefully they learned a little 
about the geology of the Lake Wales 

Some of the fulgurites that were 

found. 

to go. 

The fifth and last stop was at C.C. Cal-
houn's Pit #7, another deep, dry excava-
tion, located adjacent to the previous 
stop. Mined-out parts of the pit are be-
ing reclaimed in a rather unique way. 
The facility is permitted for mining and 
for Construction and Demolition Debris 
Landfilling.  Sand and fill products are 
sold from the mine, and construction-
related waste materials are trucked in. 
Debris is carefully sorted and recyclable 
materials are salvaged for reuse. A 
crushing facility is planned to allow recy-
cling of concrete debris. (Recycling of 
aggregate is a cutting-edge green tech-
nology). Unsalable materials are used to 

back-fill the mine excavation. 

Field trip participants were treated to a 
beautiful Fall outing. They were intro-
duced to Central Florida's Sand Mining 
Industry by some of its leading experts. 
And hopefully they learned a little about 
the geology of the Lake Wales Ridge, 

Group photograph of field trip par-

ticipants.  



 FAPG-AIPG 2010 HERO OF THE INDUSTRY AWARD       
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project budgeting, personnel training, 

plant and mine process engineering, 

hydrogeology, mine site dewatering, re-

serves analysis, ore deposit modeling, 

drilling methods, logging core, and report 

writing. He has researched much of the 

geologic, hydrological, and mine engineer-

ing literature. He applies himself tirelessly 

to his duties and truly loves to recover 

the best products from his ore deposits. 

His illustrative cross sections and his daily 

visits keep him in constant contact with 

the dragline operators. He is always re-

questing mine management to set water 

jacks or install dewatering wells to better 

recover the phosphate. He is always plan-

ning strategies to conquer poor mining 

conditions.   

He has been an integral part of best mine 

site dewatering methods in our mine 

district throughout his career. His mas-

ter’s thesis studied well screen sizes and 

gravel pack sizes for dewatering the high 

gradient karst area at South Fort 

Meade/ Lake Henry Ridge. His dewa-

tering methods and mine plans have 

allowed recovery of phosphate in 

previously written off areas due to 

deep, saturated, or highly transmis-

sive overburden, and highly disturbed 

old mine dumps which contained 

mineable phosphate debris and rem-

nant matrix berms. His prospecting 

and dewatering efforts made these 

areas mineable and extended the 

mining life of several mines.   

     His list of employers cover the 

width and breadth of the Central 

Florida Phosphate District – Swift 

Chemical, Delta Drilling, Mobil Min-

ing and Minerals, IMC, Regulatory 

Support Services, BCI, and Penn Pro 

Services. Outside of our industry he 

has served Standard Sand and Silica, 

Panterra Group, Lutz PEI, and a sum-

mer college job with AMAX Coal.   

 The FAPG-AIPG Hero of the Industry 

award is presented this year to an out-

standing geologist who has worked 

most of his career in the Florida phos-

phate industry. In 1987, the three 

professional societies involved with 

the conference started the "Hero of 

the Industry Award" to honor society 

members who made significant con-

tributions to the phosphate industry. 

This year’s winner is Curt Simmons.  

He has held positions as exploration 

and mining geologist in the central 

Florida Phosphate District. He has also 

worn the hats of hydrogeologist, proc-

ess engineer, and mine planner in Flor-

ida and Ohio. He received his Geologi-

cal Engineering B.S. degree from the 

Univ. of Missouri, Rolla and his M.S. in 

Hydrogeology at Wright State Univer-

sity.  

     His decades of mining related work 

have utilized his excellent abilities of 

Mark Your Calendar 

AIPG Marcellus Shale Conference 
Spring 2011 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
  

AIPG Emerging Issues in Water Resources Conference 
Spring 2011 

Florida 
  

AIPG Annual National Conference  
September 10-13, 2011 

Bloomingdale, Illinois  
Hosted by AIPG National, AIH, and the AIPG IL/IN Section  

Hilton Chicago/Indian Lakes Resort 
  

AIPG Annual National Conference  
September 22-25, 2012 

Rapid City, South Dakota 
Hosted by AIPG National and the 

AIPG SD Section  
Best Western Ramkota Rapid City Hotel & Conference Center 

Want to get more involved with your 

professional community? We’re look-

ing for FAPG/AIPG Regional Coordi-

nators.  Regional Coordinators are 

responsible for organizing lunch or 

dinner meetings, and locating a 

speaker and places to hold meetings. 

It doesn’t take much time, and you 

can make many new contacts. 

 

If you are interested in becoming a 

regional coordinator, please contact 

Ken Kelley, (561) 993-0600; or 

kak6526@yahoo.com 



TALLAHASSEE –Governor Charlie 

Crist recently signed a proclamation rec-

ognizing October 10-16, 2010 as Earth 

Science Week and the Florida Depart-

ment of Environmental Protection’s 

(DEP) Florida Geological Survey is joining 

in on the week-long celebration. Organ-

ized by the American Geological Insti-

tute, Earth Science Week promotes pub-

lic awareness of earth sciences and envi-

ronmental stewardship. This year’s 

theme, “Exploring Energy” will engage 

Florida residents, visitors and students in 

learning about Earth’s energy resources.  

“Earth Sciences are at the heart of the 

state’s exploration of mineral, water and 

energy sources, and are integral in the 

discovery, development, and conserva-

tion of a prosperous Florida, ” said Dr. 

Jonathan Arthur, P.G., Director of the 

FDEP’s Florida Geological Survey. 

“Fostering in students and the public an 

understanding of Earth’s energy re-

sources and is key to achieving a healthy 

and sustainable environment for future 

generations.”  

Earth science is an all-encompassing term 

for sciences related to the earth, includ-

ing geology, meteorology, physical ocean-

ography and hydrology. Earth science 

professionals, educators and students 

study the Earth system to discover how 

energy resources can best be located and 

captured, how energy can most efficiently 

be used and conserved to minimize waste 

and pollution, and how energy use affects 

other natural processes. “Exploring En-

ergy” increases education and public 

 FLORIDA CELEBRATES EARTH SCIENCE WEEK  
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to minimize waste and pollution, and how 

energy use affects other natural processes. 

“Exploring Energy” increases education and 

public awareness of the importance of en-

ergy resources.  

Events that took place during Earth Science 

Week included an open house at the FGS 

and a tour of the Leon Sinks Geological 

Area.  The open house was at the Gunter 

Building on the Florida State University 

campus in Tallahassee. The open house 

featured tours of both the Gunter Building 

and the Antarctic Marine Geology Research 

Facility, also located at Florida State Univer-

sity. FGS geologists provided an up-close 

view of core samples and fossils to accom-

pany stories, along with hands-on exhibits 

and other activities that demonstrate how 

earth sciences affect daily life on Earth.  The 

tour of Leon Sinks Geological Area was 

hosted by the FGS.  The Sinks is located n 

the Apalachicola National Forest southwest 

of Tallahassee.  

 

what's happening in the program now. 

Alumni from Georgia and all over Flor-

ida attended. Tours of the building, 

which has only been the department's 

home since 2000, were given by Pro-

fessor and Chair Michael Perfit. Fris-

bees with the department'’s Rocky 

Gator logo were given as souvenirs of 

the event. An exhibit of rock sculpture 

by local artist Greg Johnson was on 

display. Many of the alumni renewed 

old acquaintances and reminded each 

other of they great times they had 

while studying at the department.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The breakfast was held as part of 

the Geological Sciences Depart-

ment's efforts to increase its visibility 

with alumni, who were instrumental in 

preventing the department from suc-

cumbing to budget cuts in 2009. "We 

were pleased with the turnout for a 

first time event," Perfit said. "But what 

is most exciting was the enthusiasm 

our alumni have for their alma mater. 

People were happy to be there and to 

talk about their academic experiences 

and their geology careers." Plans are 

already underway for next year's 

Homecoming breakfast.  

UF Geological Sciences Depart-

ment Hosts Alumni Breakfast  

(by Jean Feingold)  

 

It was a real Homecoming for some 

graduates of the University of Florida's 

Department of Geological Sciences on 

October 16 when the department 

hosted its first annual Alumni Home-

coming Breakfast.  Held in Williamson 

Hall, which houses the department's 

classrooms, offices, and labs, 53 

alumni, faculty, and friends gathered to 

see  the facilities (many for the first 

time), talk about geology, and learn 


