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May You Live in Interesting Times
by Jonathan D. Arthur, PG, Ph.D.

May you live in interesting times. Among
its many proposed origins, this phrase is
most widely attributed to a Chinese curse.
I believe the phrase characterizes well the
path along which the FAPG is beginning to
travel, but I do not relate to the negative
connotation of interesting. Instead, I view
it as a challenge. Besides, if life isnt interesting, its boring, right?
Members of the FAPG and your Executive
Committee have spoken in the wake of recent
history of legislative status quo. No longer
does the FAPG wish to wait on state agencies
to fix inequities in the Florida Statutes relating to our profession. Our role as advocates
for our profession can be more effective, and
with an overwhelming majority, your voice has
been heard. We are becoming more proactive
in addressing our legislative issues.
During the past two Executive Committee
meetings, decisions have been made to pave
the way for the FAPG to begin a fund-raising
campaign, the ultimate goal of which is to
have the option of hiring a lobbying firm to
address our legislative issues. Anyone who
has been around the capitol for a while
knows that changes in Florida statutes
require the right contacts, appropriate
communications with other stakeholders (in
our case, for example, professional engineers), time, perseverance, knowledge of the
system
and money.
On August 27, your Executive Committee
will meet to plan our fund-raising campaign.
On August 28, we will hear presentations
from lobbying firms selected in response to
an RFP we recently distributed. Soon thereafter, we will vote on whether to hire one of
the firms to prepare for the 2004 Legislative
Session. Although we have conducted a
member survey on this issue (see article on
page 3, theres still time for you to share
your opinion. Please consider this letter an
invitation to our upcoming meetings in
Tallahassee. For more information, please
contact Executive Director Robert Skrob at
Robert@FAPG.org. We look forward to your
participation.

In this issue, you will see articles on the
recent PG Board meeting, a legislative
update, member survey results, an announcement about newsletter sponsorships
and other items of interest. On the FAPG
website you will find additional member
resources, with even more to come as we
address comments from the recent member
survey. These are just a few examples of our
efforts to re-tool our short- and long-range
goals, which were the subject of an Executive
Committee workshop held on July 19. Our
focus areas include communication, membership, programming (meetings), legislation and
finances. As we work toward refining and
achieving these goals, we invite you to join us
in moving the FAPG forward. There is plenty
to do in these interesting and exciting times.

Good News!

IPTF Fund Maintains Funding

The Legislature has funded the Inland
Protection Trust Fund (IPTF) petroleum
cleanup program at $143.7 million, which
is slightly more than the amount requested by the Florida Department of
Environmental Protection. The program
can stay afloat this year, but disbursements to the DEP from the fund are now
monthly rather than in a lump sum.
The FAPG contacted legislators to
request continued funding for IPTF when
it learned the governor had proposed
transferring the fund into general revenue. This followed last years raid on the
IPTF to help ease the budget crisis, which
created a major disruption in petroleum
cleanup efforts.
Continued funding of the IPTF will help
protect Floridas groundwater supplies
from leaking petroleum tanks and contribute to the employment of more than
1,500 licensed professional geologists in
Florida.
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Board of Professional
Geologists Works to Update PG
Practice Act
The Florida Board of Professional
Geologists, the entity responsible
for regulating the profession, met
twice since our Spring 2003 newsletter (May 14-15 and July 30-31).
Much of these meetings focused on
practice act updates for professional geologists.
At the July PG Board meeting the
Department of Business and Professional Regulation (DBPR) reported
that neither the geologist-in-training
(GIT) bill nor the professional geology
discipline bill was sponsored during
the 2004 legislative session. As the
state agency responsible for administering the regulation of the PG
profession, the DBPR did not
present the language to the Legislature for consideration. Department
representative Candace Jones
Wright explained that the DBPR
secretary had just joined the department on December 1, and no
department-sponsored legislative
package was provided to the Legislature for consideration during its
March 3 - May 2 session. Ms.
Wright was not able to answer
whether the department will promote a bill for the 2004 session or,
if it does, whether it will include the
PG boards proposal within it. She
stated that if the PG board is
interested in promulgating legislation, it should ask the FAPG to work
toward its passage.
During the meeting, a Geologist
Complaint Process Flow Chart was
presented. This chart indicates how
a complaint filed with the DBPR
makes its way through the system.
The comment was made that all
complaints will be investigated by
two PGs hired by the DBPR.
There were seven complaints to
the DBPR concerning the practice of
geology in the first quarter of 2003.
Two of these were resolved, one was
found not to be a violation and the
other resulted in a Cease and
Desist Order being issued. Of the
remaining five, two are in legal, and
the others are under investigation.
The DBPR reported that it has
redoubled its efforts to find and

At the July PG Board
meeting the Department
of Business and Professional Regulation (DBPR)
reported that neither
the geologist-in-training
(GIT) bill nor the professional geology discipline
bill was sponsored during
the 2004 legislative
session. 
prosecute unlicensed companies
practicing geology. As a first step it
is contacting all businesses advertising in the yellow pages for geology
related work to verify the company
is licensed. The department has
already completed this inquiry within
the Tallahassee area and has verified
that all entitles are licensed. In
September, the department will
focus its efforts on a similar statewide campaign. If you have any
information on the unlicensed practice of geology or have ideas on how
the department can find unlicensed
practitioners please go to:
http://www.state.fl.us/dbpr/os/
communications_office/
unlicensed_activity/index.shtml
Professional geologist board
members expressed a strong desire
to identify methods to improve
public protection by enhancing the
regulation of the profession. The
board had a detailed discussion on
working to find a private vendor to
outsource administration of the
board. This would be an effort to
replace and improve the services
currently provided by the DBPR. In
the end, the board supported keeping options open with respect to
privatization.
These are notes and comments recorded
as an observer at the meeting. This report is
not intended to be a complete set of minutes. Official minutes of the Board of
Professional Geologists meetings are posted
on the boards website at http://
www.state.fl.us/dbpr/pro/geolo/
geo_index.shtml.
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Members Speak Out
About FAPG Priorities
By an overwhelming margin, FAPG members have asked
the association to pursue a legislative effort to update
the Florida Water Resources Act.
For several years the PG community has recognized
the need to add reference to professional geologists to
Chapter 373.117, F.S. The Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) proposed a revision to this statute
during the 2000 legislative session at the request of the
Board of Professional Geologists, which, after several
discussions at its meetings, held a public workshop on
the issue. Water Management Districts, various bureaus within the DEP, and various consultants voiced the
need for updating the antiquated (not revised since
1979) wording to add reference to professional geologists as appropriate to recognize their professional
involvement in various activities within Chapter 373
(Water Resources), along with their professional engineering colleagues. The modified language would include
professional geologists as an identified profession to
supply services when appropriate to support water
supply data and interpretations to the DEP and the
Water Management Districts.
Here is a prioritized list of all of the legislative issues
FAPG has considered, showing member response ranking:
1. Florida Water Resources Act
2. Competitive Negotiation Act
3. Improved Discipline for Professional Geologists
4. Geologist in Training (GIT) Program
You may get additional information on any of these
issues by visiting www.FAPG.org and choosing the Legislative Issues menu item.
Based on the overwhelming response, the FAPG Executive Committee will be considering fund-raising alternatives and interviewing lobbyists this month. The goal is
to make a final decision on August 28 to determine
whether FAPG hires a lobbyist and to choose a candidate
with whom to contract.
You are welcome to help the FAPG Executive Committee through this process. The Executive Committee will
meet in Tallahassee on the afternoon of August 27 and
the morning of August 28. If you would like to participate, please e-mail Robert@FAPG.org for details.

Calendar of Events
October 29 - 30, 2003

Board of Professional Geologists
Jacksonville, Florida

October 28 - November 2, 2003

National Association of State Boards of Geology
Annual Meeting
Jacksonville, Florida

December 9 - 12, 2003

National Ground Water Association Annual Meeting
Orlando, Florida

January 13 - 16, 2004

North American Environmental Field Conference & Expo
(NAEFCon) and 6th Annual GAS Expo

January 16, 2004

4th Annual University of South Florida Geology Alumni
Society Banquet

January 27 - 28, 2004

Board of Professional Geologists
Northwood Centre
Tallahassee, Florida

March 2, 2004

2004 Florida Legislative Session Begins

April 30, 2004

2004 Florida Legislative Session Ends

Dont Miss Your Opportunity
to Make Contact!

By popular request the FAPG has made select space
within its newsletter available for advertisers. The goals
of this effort are to keep membership dues low by allowing advertisers to underwrite the cost of the newsletter
and provide an avenue for vendors to communicate with
professional geologists throughout Florida.
Get all of the details and requirements by contacting
the FAPG office today at 850/222-6000 or sending an email to Michelle@FAPG.org.

ASBOG Annual Meeting

The Florida Professional Geologist exam is administered by the National Association of State Boards of
Geology (ASBOG, www.asbog.org).
The ASBOG annual meeting will be held in Jacksonville,
October 28 - November 2, and our PG Board will be the
host for this meeting. Geologists are invited to attend,
but note that if you attend the session where the exam
is discussed, you will not be allowed to take the exam for
several years. More information on this meeting and the
events scheduled will be available later.
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P.O. Box 14629, Tallahassee, FL 32317-4629
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Verify Your E-mail Address

With the FAPGs impending decision to hire legislative
representation for the professional geologist profession,
we are reducing expenses everywhere possible. In the
future we would like to distribute most newsletters via
e-mail to defer printing and postage costs into legislative advocacy.
We printed the e-mail address we have for you at the
top of your mailing label. If an e-mail address is missing
from your label, we dont have the critical information
we need to keep you up to date on the legislative actions
affecting your license. Or if the wrong address is there,
our messages are not reaching you.
Member e-mail addresses are used by the FAPG to
distribute critical member information only. Your address will never be sold, rented, published or loaned to
anyone for any reason. Please give us your e-mail
address so we can make sure you receive critical
updates affecting you.
Please send your name and e-mail address via fax,
850/222-6002, or via e-mail, Kory@FAPG.org.

FAPG Legislative Watch
To protect your profession and
promote the interests of the environment, the FAPG monitored the
following legislative proposals during
the recent legislative session. You
can find all of the details of any of
these bills by visiting the Legislative
Tracking page on www.FAPG.org.

SB 2464 Engineering

Revises provisions regarding
examinations required to practice in
this state as an engineer; requires
certification of any business organization offering engineering services
to the public; revises disciplinary
penalties.
Passed and signed by governor

HB 1069 Water Resources

Relating to requiring local governments to include projected water
use in comprehensive plans; including potable water facilities and
availability of water resources as
components of comprehensive plan.
Passed through two committees
but died within the House

HB 1101 Rural Lands
Program Trust Fund

Relating to providing for distribution of certain excise taxes on
documents to the Trust Fund;
authorizes issuance of bonds for
rural land protection and provides
certain conditions.
Passed through two committees
but died within the House

HB 1123 Site
Rehabilitation/
Contaminated Sites

Relating to extending application of
risk-based corrective action principles to all contaminated sites
resulting from discharge of pollutants or hazardous substances.
Passed and signed by governor

HB 1459 Water Resources
Relating to providing for development of water conservation guidance manual by DEP; provides
purpose and contents of manual;
requires water management dis-

tricts to adopt manual in their rules.
Passed through three committees
but died on the House floor before it
could be considered

HB 1503 Aquifer Storage &
Recovery Wells
Relating to requiring semiannual
reports by DEP regarding aquifer
storage and recovery wells and
other underground injection control
programs.
Died without being considered by
any committee

SB 956 Drycleaning Solvent
Clean Up
Relating to limiting liability of
property owners for cleaning up
property contaminated as a result
of operation of drycleaning facility or
wholesale supply facility.
Passed and signed by the governor
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