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PRESIDENTS NOTE
Anne Murray, CPG

We are half way through the 2017 Legislative Session and in the hot seat once again. Geology business licensure is on the chopping
block in HB 7047, a deregulation bill that will impact nearly 400 geology business licenses in Florida. It was introduced under the
pretext that licensing is an obstacle to promoting business and jobs in Florida. The bill proposes to eliminate a license to practice
geology through a business and instead would require a licensed geologist to qualify the business as an agent. PG’s lobbied to have
geology business licensure included in state statues decades ago because we recognized its importance in supporting credibility,
legitimacy and business growth. Phil Leary, our lobbyist, has been working tirelessly on FAPG-AIPG’s behalf to have geology business
licensure taken out of the bill. He was successful on the senate side but is still working on the house bill. Last week some geology
business owners were contacted to contribute to a defense fund to support efforts to amend the bill. This challenge requires
additional lobbying time, and therefore resources. If this bill passes it may give rise to diminished consumer and environmental
protections and the eventual loss of professional geology licensing. Please act now! Write or call bill sponsor Rep. Halsey Beshears
(www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Representatives/details.aspx?MemberId=4539) and make your contribution to FAPG-AIPG
defense funds c/o 16893 84th Ct. N. Loxahatchee, FL 33470. Ways that we can continue to protect our licensure and professional
scope of practice is through lobbying, active legislative engagement and contributions.

3rd Annual Winter Water Seminar
January 18-19, 2017
FSU Conference Center,
Downtown Tallahassee
Hosted by FAPG/AIPG with
FES, FICE and FDEP
This year’s seminar was another success! It
was well attended by Public and Private
sector Professional Engineers, Geologists,
Scientists and Consultants whose practice
areas involve water resources. We are very
pleased to see that the number of PG’s in
attendance had increased from past WWS
events to 24%. The PEs accounted for 44%.
Some of the topics covered during the 2 day event included: Water Infrastructure Funding and
the State Revolving Fund, Reclaimed Water, Implementation of the 2016 Water Bill, Hydrology
and Hydrogeology, Waste Cleanup Rule 62-780 and Program Changes, Petroleum and
Drycleaner Program Updates.

Left to Right:
Aaron Johnson, ED AIPG
Helen Hickman, Past President AIPG
Anne Murray, President FAPG-AIPG
David Wilshaw, Integrity Drilling (sponsor)
Jim Andersen, JLA Geoscience (sponsor)
Samantha Andrews, Tampa Bay
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AIPG Executive Committee Meeting
Orlando – January 21, 2017
By Clare Kramer, PG

FAPG-AIPG Board members Helen Madeksho, Anne Murray, Clare Kramer and YP Board Advisor Brandy Barnes attended the January
2017 AIPG National Executive Committee meeting in Orlando. The meeting was led by National President Adam Heft with the
assistance of Aaron Johnson, Executive Director, Wendy Davidson, Assistant Director and Cathy Duran. This was the first of three
formal business meetings of the year. The Executive Committee provided individual reports as did the attending National Advisors.
2017 honors and awards recommendations were accepted by the ExCom including Jon Arthur, Florida’s State Geologist for the John
t. Galey, Sr. Public Service Award. The 2018 Nominating Committee reported final selection of two candidates for each of the
Executive Committee positions. Anne Murray is a candidate for National Secretary. The ballot shall be sent to all Members by May
15. Inter-Society reports were provided by Chris Keane, AGI, Deana Sneyd and Dennis Anderson, ASBOG, and Aaron Johnson
reported on activities of the European Federation of Geologists and the International Raw Materials Observatory. President Clint
Noble gave a report of SEGS activities and Anne Murray provided a Florida Section update. Other topics included moving the AIPG
National licensed certified professional geologist (LCPG) program forward and international student chapters.

>Top Row - Left to Right:
Cathy Duran, John Berry, AIPG Editor. Wendy Davidson, Asst. ED, Doug Bartlett, AIPG Pres.-Elect, Nancy Wolverson,
Advisory Board, Keri Nutter, AIPG Secretary, Jim Burnell, AIPG Treasurer, Mehmet Pehlivan, Advisory Board
>Bottom Row - Left to Right:
Aaron Johnson, ED AIPG. Brandy Barnes, YP Member, John Stewart, AIPG Vice Pres., Adam Heft, AIPG Pres. Helen
Hickman, AIPG Past Pres., Rusty Sewell, Advisory Board, Anne Murray, President FAPG-AIPG.

Student Chapter News
Florida State University Student Chapter
Student President: Mackenzie Vecchio
The FSU student chapter is standing strong and building new
connections for students and faculty. Recently we became
involved with a citizen science project through the coastal plains
institute where we have "adopted a wetland." This requires the
student group to visit the wetland twice a semester and conduct
a dipnet survey to take a census on amphibian populations within
this ephemeral wetland. A group of graduate students including

Celebrating Wendy Davidson’s
birthday. Wendy pictured with
Adam Heft. Adam Heft

our liaison have initiated the founding chapter of Sigma Gamma
Epsilon at FSU, Theta Pi. This honors society is a quality
networking tool, for it is a national organization. Both academic
organizations are assisting the efforts of professors Dr. Young
and Dr. Mookherjee in establishing an annual poster session for
geology undergrads, graduate and post docs. Their intention is to
share the research knowledge within the department and grow
stronger connections for all interested in research. As usual our
organization is continuing to host our monthly lecture series
colloquially termed Fluid Dynamics (Fluids). It is a busy year and
we are all working hard.
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FAPG-AIPG Legislative Update – April 3, 2017
Phil Leary, AICP

Principal, Leary Governmental Affairs
pleary@LearyGAC.com
Professional Regulation:
SB 802 (Sen. Passidomo) HB 7047 (Rep. Beshears) Regulated Professions and Occupations; Requiring an individual applicant to apply for
licensure in the name of the business organization that he or she proposes to operate under; requiring that a license be in the name of a qualifying
agent rather than the name of a business organization; prohibiting a business organization from engaging in certain practices until it is qualified by a
qualifying agent; requiring the board to certify an applicant to qualify one or more business organizations or to operate using a fictitious name under
certain circumstances, etc.
• SB 802 amendment filed to remove Geologists from bill. HB 7047 is still active. Please contact Rep. Beshears and request he amend his
bill to take Geologists out!!!
Water/Natural Resources:
SB 442 (Sen. Dana Young R-Tampa) Advanced Well Stimulation Treatment; Prohibiting the performance of advanced well stimulation treatments;
clarifying that permits for drilling or operating a well do not authorize the performance of advanced well stimulation treatments, which would ban all
types of fracking in Florida, was moved favorably by the Senate Environmental Preservation and Conservation Committee and is now in the Senate
Appropriations Subcommittee on the Environment and Natural Resources, its second of three committees of reference. An identical bill, HB 451
(Rep. Mike Miller R-Orlando) has not yet been heard in committee. Three other bills that would prohibit extreme well stimulation (SB 98, HB 35 and
SB 108) are also awaiting their first committee hearings.
• For all practical purposes, with the House Leadership refusing to take up HB 35, fracking legislation for this session is dead.
CS/SB 1018 HB 753: (Sen. Denise Grimsley R- Lake Placid) Contaminated Site Cleanup: Provides exceptions to certain application & cost-share
requirements for advanced cleanup; specifies prioritization of requests; requires & authorizes DEP to make determinations & initiate activities relating
to advanced clean up; increases amount of funds available for advanced cleanup work; requires certain funds be made available for certain tax
credit authorizations. –The Senate bill is now in the Environmental & Natural Resources Appropriations subcommittee and the House bill passed
unanimously out of the Natural Resources and Public Lands Subcommittee, and is now in Ways & Means Committee.
• The Senate bill is in the Environmental & Natural Resources Appropriations subcommittee and the House bill passed unanimously out of
the Ways & Means Committee, and is now being placed on the calendar for a Floor vote.
CS/SB 10 (Sen. Rob Bradley R- Fleming Island) was amended by the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee by the Environment and Natural
Resources to expand the water resource projects included in it. Originally focusing on the creation of a reservoir project in the Everglades
Agricultural Area to address algal issues in the Treasure Coast area, the bill was amended on March 8 to include water projects from other bills
related to the St. Johns River, Indian River Lagoon and Florida Keys. These projects would be funded with money from the Land Acquisition Trust
Fund. It would also expand the ability of wastewater-treatment facilities to recycle water. The bill has passed it’s first to committees and now moves
to the Senate Appropriations Committee, its last committee of reference. HB 761, the House companion bill, has not yet been heard in committee.
• There will be several amendments filed to the bill that are rumored to dramatically change the scope of the bill. HB 761, the House
companion, has not yet been heard in committee.
Budget:
Both the House and Senate released their proposed budgets last week with appropriations committees in both Houses scheduled to hear the budget
bills in committee this week. Proposed Cleanup funding allocations are as follows:
Petroleum Tanks
Dry Cleaning
Hazardous Waste

House
$100 million
$8.5 million
$8.5 million

Senate
$110 million
$8.5 million
$8.5 million
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Joint FAPG-AIPG and SEGS
Virginia Key Injection Well Field Trip
Miami-Dade Central District WWTP
March 31 - April 1, 2017
Overview of Well Design, Geology, Hydrogeology and Drilling Operations to 10,000 feet
(Visit www.segs.org for field guidebook)

Lauren Kuzbyt, BND, Anamaria Sarmiento and Ed Rectenwald, Stantec

Youngquist Brothers’ custom-built twin electric rigs

Seismic work in cooperation with USGS

Field group gathered around 24-inch FRP injection tubing

Clint Noble, SEGS President and Neil Johnson, Stantec

Virginia Walsh, MDWASD Chief of Hydrogeology

FAPG-AIPG Newsletter
April 2017
Page 5
UPCOMING EVENTS
August 2017 – FAPG-AIPG Annual Board Meeting – Orlando, Florida
Stay tuned for upcoming fieldtrips and field demonstrations dates and details!

Come enjoy the conference and celebrate with Jon Arthur as he receives AIPG’s National Public Service Award!

AGI has recently published a Geoscience Factsheet for Florida that gives statistics on hazards, water, energy and mineral production,
workforce, and federal agencies/programs. This is a great resource that stresses the contribution of the geosciences to our economy
related to Florida’s environment, resources, health and safety. www.americangeosciences.org/policy/factsheet/states/florida

FAPG-AIPG 2017 Board Members:
Anne Murray, PG, CPG – President
Helen Madeksho, PG, CPG – Past President
Kristina McCoy, PG – Treasurer
Clare Kramer, PG – Editor
Tom Herbert, PG, CPG – Board Advisor
Chuck Drake, PG, CPG – Board Advisor
Brandy Barnes – Assistant Editor and YP Board Advisor
Student Chapters:
Troy Bernier, President – Florida Atlantic University
Mackenzie Vecchio, President - Florida State University
Michael Golisch, President – University of South Florida

Regional Coordinators:
Sheree Greer, PG – Southwest (Tampa/St. Petersburg)
Clint Noble, PG – Northeast (Jacksonville)
Jamie Hirsch, PG – Suwannee (Gainesville)
David Wilshaw, PG – Central (Orlando)
Troy Bernier, PG – South (Boca Raton)
Richard “Mike” Markey, PG – Northwest (Pensacola)
Glenn MacGraw, PG – Northwest (Tallahassee)
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What is AIPG’s position on the March for Science?
In response to numerous inquiries from members regarding AIPG’s position on the upcoming March for Science, the 2017
AIPG National President, Adam Heft, CPG, has made the following statement and provided some additional bits of information
that can be communicated to those asking.
AIPG has decided it would not have an official position on participation in this event, and would not have an official presence
at the event. That said, for those who would like to participate in the event, they are free to do so as private individuals.
1. The March for Science is not outreach to legislators in any way, shape or form. Per their website, the march is a rally that
“will feature main stage speakers and several large teach-in tents around the Mall where scientists, educators, and leaders
from a wide variety of disciplines will discuss their work, effective science communication strategies, and training in public
advocacy." As professional geologists, our best strategy is to reach out directly to legislators and speak to specific geoscience
topics. Certainly this is something that we can do more effectively and in a more organized, directed fashion. It is unclear
whether AIPG would be well represented at a rally; it would depend heavily on whether any local representatives would be
willing and able to attend.
2. This event will be a march. The route has not yet been made public, but it seems that this will be more of a demonstration
than anything else. While the sentiment behind the March is admirable, especially given the current administration's seeming
focus on cutting funding for science with an eye toward increasing other types of spending, having AIPG publicly support the
march is unlikely to be a productive use of our name and resources.
3. The March for Science does not include either ethics or professional practice in their core values. Because AIPG is arguably
the premier organization in the United States that focuses on ethics and professionalism in the geosciences (and frankly, we
don't have an equivalent in most other fields), supporting a march that does not specifically list ethics as one of its core values
does not mesh with our core values.
4. The American Geophysical Union and Geological Society of America have signed on as partners. These are the two largest
primarily academic professional organizations for geologists and provide a much larger voice. That said, numerous other high
profile organizations have not taken a stance. The reasons are highly variable, but in informal conversations that our Executive
Director has had with the executives of those organizations, they indicated that they feel that direct conversations with
decision makers at the local, state, and national level will be a more effective use of their time and energy.
The March for Science is scheduled on April 22nd, 2017 - Earth Day - in Washington DC and at over 425 satellite locations
around the world. www.marchforscience.com #marchforscience

Become a Sponsor and get your company’s name in the news! Sponsor logos will be posted to our website home page
(www.fapg.org) and ads included in all newsletters.
Business card ($100/year)
Quarter page ($150/year)

